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A prozme to the Reader, 


$ 20 beauty, ſo 9 book_ 


hath all voices : ever 
in the worſt ſome eyes 


ſee features that pleaſe ; in the 
beſt, ſome others ſee lines that 
they like not © 


Pro captu leforis habent Arr. 


% 


ſua fata libelli. 


Some out of affettion may plat 
a laurel for that head,on which 
others, in their opinion, would 
beſtow the thiftle, This little 
trraftate hath already paſſed 
through private hands, an1 


found 


( but what allay is 


frienalhip unto cenſure? ) 4 
candid interpretation, And di- 
Vers Copies were preſented to 


A 2 me, 


me , to nſher forth my book, 


But I am not ambitious to 


hang the wie garland at my 


doore : I have parpoſely re-|| 
ſerved them for a cloſe, leſt It 


ſhould ſeem , like an Italian 
hoſt, to meet my gueſt upon 


the way, and to promiſe before-i 


hand a fair and ample enter- 
tainment, Let it pleaſe you ra- 
ther to ſee and allow your 
cheer ; and then according to 
your own palate, you may diſ- 


guſt or relliſh the cookerie, 


W,H, 
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I Bo 


BZ Aint Luke is ſtyled 
WY oy Saint Paul, the 
oy man whoſe praiſe 5s 

in the Goſpel, 2. Cor. 8.18 
And the goſpel of Saint 
Luke ditated by Saint Paul 
(as ſome of the Greek Fa- 
thers are of opinion ) 1s cal- 
led in one place Saint Par: 
0WN goſpel ; there being {uch 
an harmonie of expreſſions 
between the one and the 0- 
ther, This elegant penne- 
man, plenus Evangelt com- 
mentator,(as Alſtedius term- 
A 3 cth 


Rom. 3, 


16, 


(ompend. 
T beol. pgs 
66, 


Ex/eh.lib. 
7. cap3 1: 


Like 1, 


2, teſtifieth of himſelf ; 
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eth him) this beloved Phyſp- 
clan, Colo]. 4.1 4. imo C me 
dicus & Theelogrs (as Eu- 
ſebius ſaid of Theodotus bi- 
ſhop of Laodicea) was not 
(1s ſome think) Chrilts 1m- 
mediate Ci{ciple, but onely 
ſeftator & cendiſuipulns A- 
poſtelorum , a follower and 
diſciple of the Apoltles, And 
this he himſelf in the proem 
of his evangelicall hiſtorie 
Prout 
tradiderunt nobyy ; «As they 
have delrvered unto us, which 
from the begin ing [aw them- 
ſelves © intimating, that he 
wrote his Goſpel, according 
as he received relation from 
others ; but the traR of the 
Ads of the Apoſtles accord- 
irg to that which he had 
ſeen himſelf. Which two 
| trea- 


. an 


CY mn Gee dos | 
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treatiſes, howſoever dedica- 

ted to one man,to* Theophi- * hich 

lus, are notwithſtanding name i/we 

parted intotwo volumes, : : 6 & h ay 

diſtinitio perſpicuttatem affer- | PpelLas 

ret,brevitas tedinm eximeret, ;;ye ws 

varietas voluptate afficeret , muit uns 

{aith Lorinus,Prefat, in AF. 4{tand 
In the ſeventh chapter of Gf : = 

his Goſpel 1s the ſtorie on en robe i 

which I have now pitched ten to 

my meditations, breviter & them who 

aperte, briefly, yer fully with © lovers 

each weighty circumſtance , 7" 

deſcribed, No doubt but 

many an accurate quill on 

the wing of contemplagion 

hath already taken an M11 

fight, meditating on this vc- 

ry ſubjeR : My onely plea 

ſhall be, Qui nox poteſt vo- 1,47: 

lare ut Aquila, volet ut paſſer. 

TheScripture is every where 

A 4 full 


3 


BarlewH. 
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full of varietie, like a gar- | 


ment of ſeverall colours ; 
veſte unitas an colore varietas. 
From the ſame woot of ho- 
ly Writ may divers work- 
men, according to their ſe- 
verall fanfies, draw out 
moſt curtous threads of ob- 
ſervation; and that brain ts 
very unhappy that meets not 


with ſome traverle of dif- ' 


courſe more then it hath 


borrowed from anothers | 


pen, Yet will I not, with 
Rehovoam , contemn the 
judgement of the wiſe ;nor 
deny to take a good lefſon 
out of any ſchool, I never 
read but of a fooliſh cock, 
that refuſed a pearl, though 
tound ona dunghill, 

Mens aſſueta operi,per mille 

volumima ſolers 

Ams 


_ F'YY Us” mY 
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Ambulat, atg, ſnosaliquid 
[epontt in uſus. 

The laborious bee 15 the em- 
bleme of a working brain : 
which creature, ever ſet be- 
foreus fora copie of indu- 
ſtrie, 1s not (till droning up- 
on one flower, but throws 
her little airy body upon a 
ſecond, ſotoa third, till ker 
thighs be laden with a pret- 


ty ſpoil. Propeex umbra mi= N atur. 
nims animalis incomparabile v15,{49.11 
qniddam, ſaith Plinie ; Ic is £45: 


no leſle then a wonder, that 
almoſt of the ſhadow-rather 
then ſnbſtance of a very 


4 {mall living creature, nature 


hath made an incomparable 
thing.c1 "had rather imitate 
this Hyblean bird, then alto- 
gether challenge to my ſelf 
Arachne's motto, 141hi ol; 
As5 debeo ; 
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debeo ; T had rather knit up 
in this little poſie ns &, 1u- 
z, ſome rare and choice |, 
flowers, which I have here }: 
and'there ſucked and culled 
from the gardens of ſeveral! 
authours ; then boaſt with 
that little Arabian, that I 
have eviſcerated my ſelf, 
and ſpun a web out of mine 
own bowels. W hat can Ar- 
chimedes do without his ! 
ſphere ? what can an artizan 
perform without his inſtru- 
ments?Toaim at knowledge 
without books, 1s with the 
Danaides,to draw water 1n- 
to a five. Saint Paul himſelf, 
although ſo inſpired, found 
as much want of his books, | 
as his cloke in winter, Ha- 
vying therefore impoſed this » 
dask upon my (elf, I will firſt 


of 


Sanaa Peccatris. 


of all viſit my littlelibrarie, 
and accalt it with the poets 
ſalutation ; 
Auſarum thalamw, divine Zevecati- 
Pallados aula, 5, 
Delicie domint, Biblig- 
theca, twi ! 
Into which having entred , 
and ſetting my ſelf down 
with the belt contentment 
| that know, I may, without 
I all offenſe of Necromancie, 
callup ſome of the ancient 
{ worthies of learning; where 
being alone I amlealt alone, 
and can with eaſe attcin to 
that height of happineſle, 
| which Saint Hierome ſo j1;sy. de 
| much commends in one of laudibus 
,, 1 hisdevout women, q#e «ni- A/eile,e- 
TR cellule clauſa auguitiis, ? Je. 1 5+ 
} latitudine cals fraebatur , 
though cloyltered —_— 
the 
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the compaſſe of a narrow 
cell, can by divine contem- 
plation expatiate through 
the whole latitude of hea- 
Ven. | 

To waveall other prefa- 
ces, I fall directly to the 
matter in hand; and,accord- 
ing to my poore abilities, in- 
tend to write. ſomething of 
this woman that was- a fin» 
ver, 


SC rer. Il. 


Ho this woman 

was, 1s much con- 
troverted by interpreters ; 
and it 1s ſooner queltioned, 
then anſwered, I know ſuch 
problematicall diſquiſitions, 
qie plus babewt ſubtilitatis 
quam 
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quam «tilitatis (as Eraſmus 
on this very 2uere) are (u- 
perfluous : and of them we 
may paſſe the cenſure which 
the philoſopher did of the 
Athenian ſhops, How many 
things are here which we need 
not Þ 

Whether the thrice an- 
ointing of our Saviour was 
performed by three ſeveral 
women ; as Origen (which 
{ Roffenſlts the beauclerk of 
his time confuteth in three 
books: ) or whether the 
fame Marie which anointed 
him here as afinner, was ſhe 
which afterwards anointed 
him as a Saint ; as Aquinas 
on the twelfth of Joha : or, 

if we yeeld it tobeMarie, 
# whether Marie Magdalene 
or, if Marie Magdalene, who 


Orig. 
tratt.3s5. 


this: 


Amb. lib. 
10.1nLyuc. 
24. 

Alb. in 
Lac.cap.7. 
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this Magdalene was : Again, 
whether there were three 


Marie Magdalenes, as Theo- | 


phyla, Stapulenſis, and o- 
thers avonch ; or whether 
two, as Ambroſe ; or whe- 
ther onely one, as Albertus : 
or whether this Magdalene 
was ſiſter to Lazarus and 
Martha, which three divi- 
ded the inheritance of their 
father betwixt them:(all the 


poſſeſſions in Jeruſalem fal- | 


Img to Lazarus, Bethanie to 
Martha, Aagdalum caſtrum 


to Marie, from whence ſhe -- 


was called Marie CMagaa- 
lene ) All theſeas umperti- 
nent ctrcuitions I omit ; for 
in the filence of the holy 
Gholt I will not be curious. 
Whoſoever ſhe was, ſhe (till 
carries the name of what 

{ome- 


® 


ſ 
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ſometimes ſhe was, Pecea- 
trix mulier, A woman that 
was a ſinner, 

Have you not ſeen ſome 
artificiall piAures drawn by 


| the pencill of a skilfull op- 


tick, in the ſame part of the 
frame or table, according to 
divers (ights and aſpe&s, re- 
preſent divers things ? Such 
an admirable piece with a 
double reſemblance hath 
Saint Luke ( an excellent 
lIimner, as the ancients 
write) here delineated in 
the molt lively colours, Look 
on the one (ide, you ſhall ſee 
a laſcivious wanton ſetting 
her ſelf to ſale in the moſt 
tempting faſhion ; ſtep on 
the other (ide, you may be- 
hold an admirable convert 
attended by a retinue of 
gra” 


Santta Peccatrix. 
graces: view it which way 
you will, here is an Eccelike 
a curtain hung before ſome 
exat and rare workman- 
ſhip, which likewiſe hath'a 
double reference ; to the 
mercy, and to the power of 
Chriſt : to his power, that 
thus drey this ſinner ; to his 
mercy, that received her, 

In this noble hiſtorie are 
divers weighty circumſtan- 
ces, like ſo many wedges cf 
gold in a rich minerall, I 
ſhall dig for ſome. And one 
ingot 1 light on at the very 
head of the mine ; Ecce me 
lier, &c. Behold is a word of 
emphaſis and energie: and 
(as one pithily ſaith) if this 
ftarre (tands o're the houſe, 
a Jeſus is within, Here, like 
Janus,it looketh both back- 
ward 
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E ward and forward : and fo 
* will I treat of this woman ; 
firſt, as a (inner ; ſecondly,as 
7a penitent, On theſe two 
{taves, put into their ſeverall 
rings, ſhall the ark of my diſ- 
courſe be carried, 

IF it ſhall feem dittalttull 
| unto any, thatlI inſilt, per- 
haps toolong, on the parti- 
cular ſinne for which this 


* woman was publickly no- 


| ted ;letme put him in mind 
of an anſwer which the Co- 


| micall poet gave;who,when 


| one accuſed him that he 
brought a lewd debauched 
{ ruffian on the ſtage, and fo 


| gave bad example to young 
{men ; True (quoth he) I 


brought ſuch a man on, bur 


{I hanged him before he 
went off;and-ſo I gaye them 


A 


_—_— 
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a good example. Here 1s af 
better leflon to be learned, Þ 
All women may accept this | 
woman as a pattern to1mt- 
tate; that even they that can} 
reach the fineſt ſtirches, may Þ | 
themſelves take new works | | 
out of this ſampler. For, 
how (infull ſoever ſhe may 
appear at firſt,let us ſuſpend 
our cenſure of her till the 
laſt at : then ſhall wehnd, 
how ſhe became a /ebere pbi- | 
a/a,of a caldron ſeething and | 
boyling in luſt, a cryſtall vi- | 
al of pure challitie ; how 
ſhe that at fiſt vas running 
apace intothe dead ſex, did 
ſpeedily turn her courſe into 
the ſtreams of paradiſe. But 
I muſt take my riſe at this | 
womans fall ; and make it 
my firlt task to conſider her 
as ſhe was 4 Sinner, SECT. 
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s$ al 

ed, | SECT. III. 

his 

Nl- Sinner? Whois not? 
an Had ſhenot been a ſin- 


ay | ner,it had been JouvuaTuy mp, 
Ks beyond all admiration. He 
Ot ÞF that knoweth himſelf to be 
ay Þ a man, knoweth himſelf to 
nd bea ſinner ; forinthe loyns 
he F of our firſt parents we al{ Rom3-23e 
0, fianed, and are deprived, | or, 

'”- © comeſhort Þf the glory of God: 

d So that iris a ſinne, to ſup- 

'- Þ poſe a ſeparation of finne 

V | from mans nature. In our 0riginal! 
> | conceptions, through that ze. 
originall pollution we were 
all warmed in unclean 
CE bloud ; and ſtill we do porere 
3 Þ eAdam ſuper Adam, as the 
© {| Fathers ſay, This hereditary 
poiſon, virm paternum (as 
Pau- 


Ambro 


Santa Peccatrix. 
Paulinus cafleth it) is inbred 


*Adzus,the ſullage of his clay 
cleaves falt unto us. Adam 
finning, all his ſeed are be- 
come ſinfull, and all his off- 
{ſpring,tanguam ſerie Continue 
ata,as1n a continued line,do 
like corrupted branches of a 
rotten tree bring forth (till 
corrupted fruits. The great- 
eſt and moſt perfe light in 
the world is the ſunne in the 
firmament ; yet hath he his 
Tg) amy, his parallax, his 
variation : And what ſonne 
of Adam was ever found, 
through the zodiack of 
whoſe life an ecliptic h line 
could not be drawn? Da mi- 
hi aliquem ſine prolapſione de- 
[iftt, faith a Father. Such an 
one 1s like the mountain of 
gold, 


's 


inevery man; and that 3, I 
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gold, or the philoſophers 
3 (tone, or the ſecond intenti- 
# ons in logick, which have no 
reall abſolute exiſtence, and 
indeed are nothing fave in 
the theorie and operation of 
the underſtanding. In ſcho- 
laſticall ſpeculations you 
may heare the noiſe of ſuch 
a one, but you may look for 
him under the ſame roof 
with Quintilians Oratonr , 
Xenophons Cyrw ; and you 
ſhall no ſooner find him then 
the echo in the poet; -- quem 
non invents uſquam, eſſe pu- 
tas nnſquam. Such Utopicall 
perfeftion (as one hath it in 
a pretty expreſſion) 1s but 4 
dream of the idle Donatiſts of 
Amſterdam. In mult#-- (it is 

the voice of an Apoſtle) 7» 7ames 3.2 
many things we offend all, 
Certum 
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Certum eſt Jebuſaos habitare Yis 
cum filits Fude in Jeruſalem, 
{ſaith that allegoricall Fa-! 
ther. Nothing more certain Y 
then the deep remainders of Yo! 
corruption even in Gods pe- EH 
culiar Iſrael. Even their belt 
works (and they roo, like 
r.Kings7. Solomons ſculpture, a lilte 
19. * uponapillar, alilie upon a 
pillar, rare and few) will 
but weigh light in the ſcales 
of the ſanAuary. As the 
courtizan Lais (aid,that Phi- 
loſophers did ſometimes 
knock at her gates as well as 
others: ſo the beſt-natured 
men are often taken with 
humane frailties. Let the 
veſt do theirbeſt, they arc 
butlike theark of the cove- 
nant, a cubit and an halt 
high,imperfeRly perfeR, It 


IS | 
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£1 : : 
is with the moſt righteous 
man, as 1t was with David ; 


9 


who did that which was right * Kings 
in the ſight of the Lord, ſave IS. 5. 


onely in the matter of Uriah : 
in ſome matter or other they 
ſtep aſide from Gods com- 
mandments. In remiſle de- 
prees all contraries may be 
lodged together under one 
roof : Saint Panl ſwears that 


e dyes daily, yethelives ; 10 x, cor.r5. 
e beſt man (innes hourely, z 1. 


ren while he obeys, 
Who cannot eaſily play 
he oratour in ſo copiousa 


theme ? who cannot eaſily 


teclaim art large againſt fin, 


aoainſt which 1t 1s a finne 


ot todeclaim ? But ab/o/#- 
4 ſententia expoſitore non in- 
Woet : and "tis a truth as 


lear, as if it were Solis ra- 
dio 
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dio ſcriptum (in the proverb 
of Tertullian) written with 
a ſunne-beam on the wall of 
a glaſle,that which Solomon 
preciſely aftirmeth in the 
dedication of his Temple; 
God hath concluded all under 
ſonne. | 

Yet we muſt note,that the 
word Sinner 1s oftentimes 
taken in Scripture autor 
»aſtict, in a more ſpeciall 
ſenſe. In the Old Teſtament, &r 
The Amalckites thoſe ſinners, KC 
I.Sam.15.18. In the New 
Teſtament the Gentiles are 
alſo called Snners, as like- 
wiſe pablicanes and harlots ; 
not ſo much becauſe they 
had ſinne in them, as that# 
they were xa# <Contv ah 
Tao, tranſcendent ſinners» 


out of meaſure finfull. The 
e feeds 
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ſeeds of all ſinnes arein all 
men ; the ſeeds, not the pra- 
Rice: there isnot in all the 
ſame eruption, there 1s in all 
the ſame corruption : Some 
be not kites, others hawks, 
and the reſt eagles from one 
and the ſame eyrie. He that” 
bears 94@n about him, he 
that's apparelled with fleſh 
ind bloud, cannot but m9ay, 
though he do not muiiy ewh- 
ey, Though wickedneſle 
mnnot be kept from mebe- 
auſe of the tentation, yet 
may I be kept from it be- 
auſe of the repulſe. And 
Mere mult I take up a diſtin- 
tion ; Alind eſt concupiſcere, 
alind poſt concupiſcentias ire, 
Wt is one thing to dart and 
plance a wanton delire ; an- 
ther thing, to court and 
B plead 


7oba 3, 9. 


James 1, 
14,15, 
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plead it, Though the motions 
of the fleſh be alike in the 
carnall and ſpirituall man, 
yet the humouring of thoſe 
motions 18 not, 

Again, alicd eff peccare,ſÞe 
aliud peccatum facere, as the 
Fathers diſtinguiſh: It 1s one 
thing for a man tolinne ; an- 
other thing, to give himſelthi; 
over to the cominiilion ofÞy, 
finne : And the di{tinRion ts 
no idle one ; for it 1s not one; 
ly grounded upon S. Johns 
phraſe, bur alſo upon S.þ 
James his gradation ; Ales 
are enticed by their laſt ; thei 
luft conceiveth, and bringeth 
forth ſinne ; and ſinne being 
perfefted,bringeth forth deat 
And this perfeRion of (inn 
15 properly the doing of lin 
And this doing of finne, this 


pct 
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perfection of finne, this con- 
tinuance in any notorious 
inne, 1s not onely a grave to 
ury the ſoul, but a great 
one rolled to the mouth 
thereof, to keep it down. 
hat which Eraſmus faith 
of Paris, that afrer a man 
th acquainted himſelf 
yith the odtous ſent of it, 
oſpitibus mags ac mags ad- 

weſcit, 1t grows into his li- Of cu. 

ng moreand more; 18 too ſtomein 

rue of finne, which by long ane, 
ntertainment becomes cu- 
omary, and not eafie of 
li{miſſion. We know that 
n Urimator, an expert 
wimier, being under wa- 
r feeleth not the weight 
f a full- fraughted ſhip of a 
Jouſand tunnes riding per- 
Fcadicularly over his head : 
B 2 So 


Santta Peccatrix. 
So while miſerable men 


ſwim in the cuſtome of anyſ, 
pleaſing ſinne, they are in-K 
ſenſible of the burden of it, 
That which our Canonilts 


ſay in another kind, is toofff 
true here, Cxſtome can give, 


a jurisdifton;neither is there 


C 


any (tronger law then it, 


T he continuance of any known 
ſnne gives a ſtrong habituati 
on, as Gerſon phraſeth it, 
and works an utter ſenſeleſ 
neſle in brawnie hearts : for 
frequency of (inning dot 
flcſh us in immodeſty ; aſfſi 
duity, in impudence : ant 
that. ſinne is almoſt incura 


ble which 1s Recled by cu 
ſtome, In this compaſſe of my 
diſcourſe the zeed/e pointet! 
right at this woman : fc 
the Evangeliſt faith A 
oli 
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bold a woman that had ſinned ; 
put, 4 woman that was a ſin+ 
er, Its not a tranſient but 
i permanent condition that 
pives the denomination. Her 
ong continuance in her 
rade had branded her with 
his title, Peccatrix muller, 
{ woman that was a ſinner. 


— 


SncrtT. I11T. 


His woman (as it is ge- 

nerally received) was 
oted for a luxurious and T7775 
continent life ; ſo that Si- MaÞ<r <m- 


cor" | phafin 
ons words might here take quaſi ad- 


lace,Tis 1, 79 THT 1 gurijs <A mirationts 
& 9ualis eft her mulicr ? She de excels 
as, as they conjecture, of !ent = 
. . y [1- 
noble ſtock : and in thoſe ©2297 
. te,CDemes 
doſe dayes, wherein Herod ,;j;,.. 
B 3 crect- 
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erected his theatres and his 
ampnhitheatres, a gap was 
ſer open to much 1mplety 
and wantonneſle ; Virorum 
exemplo mulieres & copioſs 
& honeſlis familiis nate im- 
pudice vivebant, non ut que- 
fium corpori facerent, ſed in- 


* Cardinal ſania libidinis, ſaith my *Au- 
Couxen. 17 thour, 


locum. 


However wantons may 
flatter themſelves with the 
devils diſpenſation, a detwr 
aliquid et.iti ; however they 
take that for true doArine, 
which the unwiſe Tutour 
ſometimes ſpake in the Co- 
medie ; "Nox eſt, crede mihi, 
adoleſcents, 1t 1s 0 ſuch fault! 
in a young man to follow har- 
Hts ; yet (hall their ſouls 
need no other conveyance 
to hell then this : For it is 

ſuch 
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fuch a ſinne as commonly Luft, 
drives two to the devil at 
once ; a ſinne which yeeld- 
ed unto, becomes a pleaſant 
madneſle. IreadeinsS, Au- Ag. de 
onſtine, of a certain well in _ a ts 
. - 10. <3$.C4aP»> 

Epiras, that when fire- 
brands arc put into it, it 
will quench them ; and yet 
when they are quenched, it 
witl pretently fet them on 
fre again : Such a bewitch- 
ins water is a laſcivious 
woman ; when ſhe-quench- 
eth the luſt of the bodie for 
a ſeaſon, ſhe ſets it on fire 
afterwards a great deal 
more, Wittily therefore x,y/rca; 
bave ſome emblem'd forth 
this * vice by the phenix , 
which doth revive and re- 
new her ſelf by the fire 
which ſhe kindleth by the 

B 4 mo- 


Narciſſus. 
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motion of her wings. Thou 
mourneſt perhaps, and de- 
waileſt, and repenteſt thee 
of the diſhoneſt finne thou 
haſt committed, and delirelt 
to give 1t over that it may 
die in thee : but with the 
Avings of thy thoughts thou 
blowelt thoſe coals afreth, 
and makelt them flame more 
then before. Thus in the 
mid{t of thy tears thou be- 
comeſt like the fſelf-ena- 
moured boy in the poet, 
Ipſe ibs mediis qui fuit 
£0115 agnis. 
For the wicked #n circnitr 
ambulant , (till walk the 
round : firſt they a a ſinne, 
becauſe the thought hath 
pleaſed them ; then they 


think that (linne over again, | 


becauſe the a hath pleaſed 
them : 


pug, any 
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them : Thus by a damned a- 
rithmetick do they multiply 
onelinne into a thouſand. 
Among ſuch a deal of va- 
rietic of finnes (for finne is 
like a continued quantity that 
admits of infinite ſeRions ) 
there is no one more plauli- 
ble,more pleaſing tonature, 
then wantonneſle, How ma- 
ny ſet their ſouls burning in 
the flames thereof, as Nero 
ſet Rome on fire,and behold 
them with afteftation? How 
many a ſilly wretch,like the 
fooliſh lark while it playeth 
with the feather,and (toup- 
eth tothe glaſle, is caught 
. FT inthe fowlers net ? For an 
harlot (to givea ſhort but 
true character of her) isthe ,,  , 
, I devils pitfall,a trap to catch ,,qe; of 
our ſouls, Her eyes,like free- an batlot.. 
£5 B 5 boot- 


Sanita Peccatrix. 


booters, live upon the ſpoil 
of ſtragglers : ſhe baits her 
defires with a million of 


proſtituted countenances : | 1 


her diſplayed breaſts,. and | 
looſe danglins locks wan- 


. tonly erring over her ſhoul- 


ders, her artificiall comple- 
xion (the counterfeit of the | 


great ſeal of nature) her Þ 


curled and criſped hairs(the 
circles and ſophiſtries of 
that old cunning terpent) 
her high waſhes,calamiſtra- 
tions, ceruſſations, & neſcio 
quot pudenda myſteria, are 10 Þ 
many lures to bring the a- 
dulterer ta, the fiſt, Chaſt Þ 
thoughts will check and ne- 
ver (toup to ſuch entice- | 
ments: W here fire falls upon 
wet wood,it ſoon goeth out, 
When Potiphars wife, 
one 


\ 
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one of the greateſt Ladies in Tm 
Egypt, did inordinatcly at- chaſtity of 
fet,impudently ſoliciteand Joſeph. 
importune, and in a manner 

| force the modeſty of her 

| #ood ſervant Joſeph, how 
much rather did heleave his: 
cloke then his vertue ? Nor 

did he reſcue himſelf from 

r | adultery and danger by vio- 

lence to her perſon, nor fail 
in other duties requiſite; but 
with hazard of his name ,- 
life, and liberty, he made an 
innocent eſcape, cum melio- 

| re pallio caſtitatic,to preſerve Aug: 

{ his better garment of chaſti- 

| rie 


The Arabians proverb 

| 1s elegant, Obfrnue quingqne. 
fſeneſtras, ut luceat domus, 
Shut the five windows, that 
the houſe may be lightſome; : 

cleanſe 
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cleanſe the limbeck of the 
ſenſes, leſt thence {ome pol- 
lution drop into the ſoul : If 
at once we would overcome 
both the tentation and 
the tempter, we mult re- 
folve with Alipius, to ſhut 
our eyes when we come a- 
monelt vanities : for the eye 
15 the firſt part that is over- 
come in any battel ; upon 
the firſt aſſault it yeelds up 
The vani» our ſtrongeſt fort. The eye 
ty ofthe beſides is the vaineſt of all 
"_- the ſenſes ;. it takes extreme 
delight to be coozened ; one 
of the pleaſures of the eye 
1s th: deceit of it : How ea- 
fily is that ſenſe tempted , 
which delighteth to be de- 
ceived. 
The ancient Philoſophers 


before Ariſtotle, that held 
the 
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the fight to be by ſending 

out of beams, imagined the 
eyeto be of a fiery nature : 
wherein they were the ra- 

ther confirmed,for that they 
found, if the eye take a 
blow, fire ſeems to ſparkle 
out of it, But certainly (it 

is the elegant obſervation of 
alearned Prelate) how wa- Fiſcop. 
teriſh ſoever better experi- Exon. 
ence hath found the ſub- 
ſtance of the eye, it is ſpirt. 
tually fiery;fiery both active- 

ly, and paſſively : paſſively, 

ſoas that it is enflamed by 
every wanton beam; atiye- 

ly, ſo as that it ſets the 
whole heart on fire with the 
inordinate Rames of concu- 
piſcence, Thus Shechem ſaw Gen. 34. 
Dinah,and defiled her : 


Vides 


2.Sa).13+ 
2, 


2.Tam. I Iz; 
2, 


longe,li- 
bido pro- 


FE. 
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eftora flamme, 

Thus Amnon fell ſick for 

Tamars ſake, 

-=-Videt hanc, viſamque 
CUpit. 


Viderunt oculi, rapuerunt | 


Thus when David walked F 
upon the roof of the kings F 


palace, and efpied from 


Mulier thence a beautifull woman F 


waſhing her ſelf, his petu- 


lant eye recoyled upon his | 
heart, and (mote him with | 


ſinfull defire, 

Yetit isnot the eye of it 
ſelf, ( for what is that but 
the beauty of the. face, the 
bright ſtarre of that orb it 


moves 1n?) but the viciouſ- | 


neſle of the eye, that I fo 
condemn ; quando cum ocu- 
lis fabulamur, as the Fathers 
ſpeak. 


I 


;t 
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I might eaſily here en- 
Ng my ſelf : But to avoid 
' that which was a noted 
| faule 1 in Marcellus the rhe- $yeton. 
| torician, that lighting on a 
| figure, he would purſue it ſo 

| farre, till he forgat the mat« 
© ter in hand ; I fall back a- 
gain to treat more particu- 
* larly of this woman, moſt 
© ſinfull for her life, moſt hate- 
| full for her luſt, a1pTWMoy, A 
' woman given over to incon- 
| tinency (as the word uſed 
| by the Evangeliſt implies ) 
| commune ſeandalum, a gene- 
rall plague, a common ſcan- 


35. 


J dal: For by her bad exam- 

ple ſhe made the city ſo in- 

| famous. that ſhe might more 

ficly be called peccarum Hie- 

roſolyme , quam Peccatrix , 
{aith Petrus _ > 
8g. 


Santa Peccatrix. 


becauſe of thatevil reportÞc; 
that went of her; the whole Þof 


city did ſuffer therein, | 
Which brings me to ano-Þ/ 


ther circumſtance of the ſto- 
ry, the U6;, the place where 


ſhe ſet up her trade ; which Þ 


addes much to the hainou(- 


neſle of her linne : Behold a 


woman in the city which was 4 
Sinner. 


SECT. V. 


Inne is ſinne whereſoe're 
committed, whether be- 
fore a multitude of behold- 
ers, or in a deſert, 
pecces quocung, ſub axe, 
Sub Jove ſemper eris 
Yet the more publick the 
faR is, the greater is the 
{can- 
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ſcandal ; and this womans 
offenſe was the more noto- 
Irious,in that ſhe was a City- 
mner. 


Tis true, I confeſſe, that Tentati- 
no place is a ſanAtuary from 93: 


tentations, which come too 
{wiftly and unbidden, like 
:rough winds from every 
* corner of the skie, and in 
' that numberleſle number, as 
-1f each minute were com- 
 puted by them. We are apt 
| to fall, becauſe we are mu- 
table ; but we donot com- 
monly fall except ſome oc- 
| caſion be given : and how 
| full is the world of a world 
| of fuch occaſions. Our com- 


| mon adverſary the devil, 


m— #1001, mille, 
Mille nocends artes, —— 


iindeth how prone we are 
to 


tn ce—————m———— RI > nn 


Gal.6.1, to our mggTnuar, tO finm- 


Sana Peccatrix. 


ble at ſomething or other 
that lyeth in our way ; he 
knoweth whither our cor- 
rupt nature bendeth ; he 
fifteth out what will work 
our affetions and diſpoſiti- 
ons, and with that he plieth 
and wooeth our conſent to 
ſinne ; like an expert mari- 
ner, he marks the wind,and 
accordingly hoiſeth up, or 
ſriketh ſail ; like a cunning} 
poet, he fits every aRour 
with a part agreeable, and 
maketh perpetuall ufe of 
the bent of our nature. Thus 
hath hea wedge of gold for 
covetous Achan, a crown | 
for ambitious Abſalom, a 
Dinah for Shechem,&c, 
And if thoſe two , - the 
concurrence of. Time and 
Place, 
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Place, are his principall en- 
vines, which ſerve to give 
aim to ſuch faults as our na4- 
ture is too perfedt in with- 
out a prompter ; then ſure- 
lym a ſpacious city are 
more invitations to finne, 
then jn private cells, The 
concourſe of much people 
affordeth many brokers of 
villany,which live upon the 
{ ſpoil of young hopes, Where 
! many pots are boiling, there 
mult needs be much ſcum ; 
and where multitude of 
ſtrangers meet, where vart- 
ety of delights and paſtime 
daily take the eye, it 1s more 
difficult to avoid them, For 
our nature herein is like un- 
to fire, which, if there be 
any infetion in the room, 
draws it ſtraight to it ſell; 

or 
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or likeunto jeat, which 0- 

mitting all precious objeas, 
gathers up ſtraw and dult. 

Ir was in a city where 

this woman lived, where by 

her lewd example ſhe drew 

on others to offend. Her ex- 

ample was the more urt- 

full, becauſe ('tis thought ) 

ſhe was of good parentage. 

Satans infeRions ſhoot ma- 

ny times through ſome great 

| ftarre the influence of dam- 

Examples, nation into leſſer bodies. For 

an Example 1s like a ſtone 

thrown into a pond, that 

makes circle to beget circle 

till it ſpreade tothe banks ; 

or like a plague-ſore, that 

inteRts the (tanders by, and 

lookers on, 

I donot find the name of 

the city ſet down; yet many 

are 
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are bold to affirm that it was 
Naim ; others, Jeruſalem. Simon de 
They that have travelled in ai 
the ſearch of the latter,ſtyle 7.,ucilem 
it the glory of the world y/ the 
theatre of Reries & mir a= 
cles, the navil of the earth, 
being ſeated amidſt the na- 
tions, like a diademe crown- 
{ ingthe heads of the heads of 
the mountains. Honorificen- 
tiſſima predicantur de te, 0 Ct- 
vitas Dei ſumme honorifica ; 
Very excellent things are [po pſal.B7.2. 
ken of thee, thou city of God + 
At ignominioſa fatla ſunt mn 
te, But very hainou crimes 
have been committed in thee, 
faith a Father, Whether ſhe 
lived there orno, I enquire 
not ; where ever it was,ſhe 
was too well known in her 
time, What her offenſe was, 
hath 
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hath been already ſhewed: 1 
will not lay my finger againft®* 
on that blot, je 
Thus farre hath the black 
line of herlife been drawn. 
No look we on the other 
hemiſpere; now come wetof® 
conſider her as ſhe hath pur 
off the Harlot, as ſhe is a Pe- 


uitent, Behold a woman that® 
VVAS 4 Sinner. 


42 
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| Ui im aurifodinis labo- 
A raut, they who dig in 
the veins of the earth, par- 
VHMIRUVEnIUnt in magno, find 
a little gold ina great deal 
of ore: But they who ſearch 
into the zzires of holy Writ, 
mMAINUM neninnt in parvo, 
with- 


- 
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-]Fvithin the compaſle of a 
-nyittle ground find a great 
leal of gold. Aadoro plenitn- 
inem Scripture, with Ter- 
Rullian: where the lcaſt par- 
icle truly weighed hath 
mountanns of matier, as the 
abbines phraſe it ; where- 
n every tittle, every io:4 
3 dogmatically full, and not 
obe paſſed over without 4 
egiſtring eye. In theſe 
ords, nrus ty dM TW, gags 
rat peccatrix, the verb erat, 
ttle in the ſentence , but 
argein the ſenſe,is like that 
ndzamvin S, James, which 7ames 3.4 
hough it be ſmall, yet it 
urneth about the whole 
ip. We have already ta- 
cen it in the worſe ſenſe : 
now let us conhder it as 1t 
arguesa change, as it points 
ro 
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to the beſt, which 1s behind, 
Scipio (as Livie writeth)|ſſ 
never locked ſo freſh, nor 
ſeemed ſo lovely in the eye 
ofhis ſouldiers, as afcer his 
recoverie from a dangerousps 
ſickneſſe which he took in 
the camp : Nor doth theF: 
ſoul c ---r ſeem more beauti-Wh 
full, then when ſhe is reſto-Þpt 
red to health after ſome de-W* 
ſperate maladie. The Pals 
dium was in higheſt eſteem4 
both wich the Trojans andBa! 
Grecians, not ſo much for 
the matter or workman-P 
ſhip, as becauſe it wa 
catched out of the fire when 
Troy was burnt : And cer-Þ< 
rainly no ſoul is more preci-(f® 
ous in the ſight of God and f 
his angels, then that which" 
is ſnatched out of the fire ofYP*« 
hell, 


ſhell, and jaws of death : For 
tereby it becomerh like the 
ood, which Seneca pro- 
zounceth to be eo pretieſins , Ser. lib. 7. 
gue iH{ud in plares nodes ar- de Benef. 
or ts _— $0n ſit, C4p-9+ 
And here jultly may I 
ake up an Ecce, and lead 
Mhis woman in with a note 
of wonder, To ſee men per- 
FFerted from God ro the 
yorld, from piety to pro- 
aneneſle, is as common as 
amentable ; every . night 
ach (tarres fall : But to ſee 
. convert come home to 
od, is both happy and 
ondrons to men and any 
or (cls. O res novas Cf inandin- 
:84 ! Behold, rhe firſt-fruits 
ff them that come to Chriſt, 
re ſuch as were moſt de- 
perately enthralled to Sa- 
_ C tan; 
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tan ; Magi, Publicani, Mes 
retrices, Latro, Blaſphemu,|bl 


O the depth, or rather noÞþ, 
depth of the goodneſle offof 


crookedſt timber can make 
rafts and cielings for his 
own houſe! Thus can hecall 
a Zaccheus from the toll- 
booth tobe a Diſciple, andſc: 
Matthew tobe an Apoſtle. Þi 
The peni=» But, O bleſſed Jeſu! how 
rent chick ſhall Ienough magnifie, a- 
ans = mong other demonſtrations 
era of thy mercie, thy goodneſſeſhi 
and power 1n the converſion}w 
of the dying thief1 Wander, 
my ſoul, in amazement, 


offender came todie ; no- 
thing was in his thoughts 
but his guilt and torment; 
while 
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kefknew his Saviour to be God, 
his] /n ipſo crucis candelabro ſol 
allJre/plenduit , The ſunne did 
ll-{ſhine unto him upon the 
ndfſcandleſtick of the crofſe;the 
. Wight whereof was ſopower- 
»hfull, that it awaked this 
.drowſie and ſleepie thief, 
"ns[ſnorting in the ſecurity of 
ſſehis (ſinne, leaving him fa 
on{well inſtruted, »t corripir, 
er, (eonfitetur, predicat, precatur : 
nt, {corripee ſocium, Doft not thou Lake 23+ 
ſhefjfear God, ſering thou art in 49,QC. 
no-the ſame condemnation ? con- 
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dicat innocentiam Chriſti 
But this man hath done no; 
thing ami(ſe ; poſtremo, cre 
ſeente lumine gratie precatur 
Lord,remember me when thou 
comeſt into thy kingdome, Help 
that before had in his eye 
nothing bur preſent Ceath,is 
now lifred up above hi 
croſſe in a bleſled ambition 
Lord,remember me when tho 
eomeſt into thy kingdome. | 
this the voice of a thief, or: 
diſciple ? Dic, 6 latro , bi 
thronus ex ſapphiro ? uhi cht« 
rubim, & exercitus cali ? uhi 
corona, [ceptrum C& pur pur, 
ut enum dicas Regem? Say, 
thief , Why ſhouldeſt thc 
Ryle him King ? where u 
his throne of © ſapphire 
where are the cherubims 
and the whole hoſt of hea 
| vent 


Ps ren > where is his crown, 
{his ſceptre, and his purple ? 
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thou any other crown 
then thar of thorns? any o- 


ther ſceptre then ſtrong iron 


Fails, which were driven up 


Fto the head through the 
palms of thoſe bleſſed hands? 


any other purple but his 
dloud ? any other throne bur 
his crofſe ? What doſt thou 


- ce that thou ſhouldſt Ryle 


Fhim King ? O faith greater 
then death , that can look 


deyond the crofſe, art a 


crown ; beyond diſſolution, 


ata remembrance of life and 
plory 1 Asno Diſciple could 
be more faithfull,ſo no Saint 
could be more happy. For, 
as Juſtin Martyr ſaith, j#x#4 
fluenta pleniſſima gratiam fi- 
mul accept & glorians ; grace 

C 3 and 
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& glory with a full tide both 
at once came flowing in uvp0 
him. agzs welox erat pre- 
mium quam petitio,uberior 
gratia quam precatio, There- 
ward every wayoutvied the 
requeſt. /t was a great favour 
from Chriſt ,(aith Leogto put 
this ſo diſcreet and ſo humble 
« petition into this thiefi 
heart ; but a greater favour, 
to give him ſo good and 6 
quick a diſpatch. O nid tu Dv- 
mine, ſaith S. Cyprian, am- 
plius Stephano contuliſti ? 0 
Lord, what could that pro- 
romartyr S. Stephen enjoy 
more ? or that beloved Di- 
ſciple thatleaned on thy bo- 
ſome ? and (as Cyrill of Je- 
ruſalem ſaith) what could the 
long ſervices of thoſe that en- 


. dared theheat of the day, b- 
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tain more at thy hands ? But 
God giveth them this an- 
ſwer ; 1 do thee no wrong, 
didſt not thow agree with me 
for a peny ? Some labourers 
were working hard at the 
vineyard from the firſt 
houre ; others, from the 
third ; others began at the 
ninth when the ſunne was 
ſetting, Firſt came Adam, 
then Noah, after him Abra- 
ham, and the reſt of the holy 
prophets : But this thief 
came at the ſunne-ſetting : 
and he that in the morning 
was poſting towards hell, is 
inthe evening with his Lord 
in paradiſe : for no ſooner 
had he cried, Lord,remember 
me, but Chriſt anſwereth 
him immediately, 7/ay «»to 
thee ; and promiſeth, 1h2# 
C 4 foalt ; 
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halt ; and ſeals up his pro- 
miſe, verily ; and promiſeth 
more then is asked, peradi/e ; 
and promiſerth preſently,be- 
ing asked indefinitely, Ths 
day : Verily I ſay untothee, 
T hu day ſhalt thou be with me 
in paradiſe. 

The con- In theliſt of theſe admira- 

verſion of ble Converts I cannot omit 

$S. Paul. the blefled Apoſtle S, Paul. 
When Saul waſted the 
church, diſperſed the Diſci- 
ples, deſtroyed the Chriſti- 
ans , following them from 
the ſynagogues into the 
ſtreets, from the ſtreets into 
their houſes, when he 
breathed out threatnings 
and (laughter, when he was 
Journeying with a commil- 
fion towards Damaſcus ; the 
Lord might without any ex- 


poltu- 
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poſtulating have poured 
down vengeance upon him, 
he might have ſummoned 
ſome puniſhment or othet 
to haveſerved the executi- 
on of wrath againſt him : 
But if ever mercy and judge- 
ment met together, there 
was jndicium miſericordie , 
& miſericordia judicis : Aa 
voice, and a ſtroke ; the one 
ſriking down to eatth , the 
other lifring up to heaven : 
alight ſhining from heaven, 
and a light ſhining to dire 
him to heaven ; a light ſhi- 
ning to him that was # dark- 
neſſe and in the ſoadow of 
dearh, to bring him from the 
ſnare of darkneſſe wnto the 
glorious l1berty of the ſonnes of 
God. He that was the Way, 
met him in the way; He that 

5 was 


oF 


Lorin 
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was the Light,met him with 
alight 3 He that was the 
Word, met him with the 
voice of a word, Sazl,Sayl, 
why perſecuteſt thou me ? It 
was a gracious favour of the 
Lord, to vouchſafeto queſlti- 
on with-him; but to call him 
by his name, and to ingemi- 
nate that name, hoc indicat 
affeftum commiſerations , it 
was a ſigne of his great affe- 
Rion and commiſeration, It 
was 2 voice indeed,the woice 
#f the Lord mighty in operati- 
on; the woice of the Lord 1s 4 
glorious woice ; the woice of 
1hs Lord breaketh the cedar- 
trees ; yea, the Lord breaketh 
the cedars of Libantw, This 
voice ſtrook him to the 
earth,ſtrook him from horſe, 
Graok him from his preſum- 
| ption, 
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ption, Perſecuteſt thou Me ? 
CMaximam emphaſin habet 
ilad Me : Yet the voice 
was not more powerfull 
then mercifull : it was /#a- 
viter fortis,& fortiter ſuavuis, 
It was the heavielt fall, and 
yet the ty fall that e- 
ver any had; it was his fall, 


and his riſing, Thus as dumb- 
neſſe unto Zacharie was not 
adumb inſtruQtour; it taught 


him faith againſt another 
time: ſoblindneſſeſentun- 
to Paul,took away his blind- 
neſſe, making him to ſee 
more in the wayes of life, 
then all his learning gather- 
ed at the feet of Gamaliel 
could have revealed unto 
him, 

Here, I confeſle, I have 
hunted alittle wide ; & #14. 


. — 
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«lia duos parietes dealbavi. 
Which the rather I was led 
" unto, becauſe I intended to 
have writ a treatiſe on the 
converſion of S, Paul ; as 
likewiſe to have ſpent ſome 
oyl on the penitentiary 
thief, But ſecond thoughts 
have taken place. 
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O joyn iſſue with my 
' former meditations, I 
will imitate the moſt curi- 
ous gravers,who look ſome- 
times upon green flies to re- 
colleR their ſcattered ſight 
again : I will fix my eyes 
through the glaſſe of con- 
zemplation on the piAure of 
this penitent woman. 4 
w- Cf 
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Repentance, ſay the Fa- Repen- 
thers out of Numb.35.1 I. is **ic<- 
a city of refuge to flie unto : 
which again,out of Atts 27, 
they call ſecundam tabulam 
poſt nanfragium, the happy 
plank which hath ſaved 
many a foul from the gult of 
deſpair, the board thar afrer 
ſhipwrack will carry ns ſafe 
unto land; and bring us to 
thoſe vas; Mutgds, the fairy 
havens, as the Apoſtle ſpeaks 
in the ſame chaprer, in his 
voyage towards Rome, 
Others do compare 1t to 
a Phenix-neſt, wherein the A Phe. 
old Adam is conſuined to nix-nelt, 
aſhes, and out of thoſe aſhes 
ariſeth the new man of God. 
For converſion is a ſacred 
riddle, a divine enigma : —; 
wherein when weare born, "'*%- 
we 


Aug. de 


civit.Dei, que mala erat, & edificata 
(ib.21:c4Þ bona que non erat : it Was 0+ 
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we are buried ; and when 
we are quickened , we are 
killed ; and when we are 
mortified, we are raiſed, 
Thus Ninive was over- 
thrown, and yet not over- 
thrown ; Everſu eſt Ninive 


verthrown by finne, but 
builded again. by repen- 
tance. 

He that is a skilfull Peni- 
rent, doth cunningly play 
this after-game : and a fin- 
Rer after his recovery , for 
the moſt part, ſeeketh God 
more fervently. For the 
Saints come out of the bed 
of their ſinnes, as Hezekiah 
out of his ſick bed, more 
humble, more holy, morc 
pious, more penitent — the 
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Eagle that is wearied,comes 
out of the water into which 
ſhedips her wing, with a 
more {urging aſcent toward. 
heaven then ever. 

D um peteret Regem —— Mart.lib.x 
When Murius Scevola miſ- *Pig.22+ 
ſed of his aim, and in ſtead 
of killing Porſenna,ſlew one 
of his ſcribes being as richly 
apparelFd as his prince, he 
preſently offered that hand 
which gave the ſtroke, as a 
willing ſacrifice unto the 
flame : In admiration of 
whoſe great ſpirit, the poet 
giveth this acclamation, 

Major decepte fama eff &+ 

gloria dextre-: 
$1 non erraſſct, fecerat illa 
mn, 
Withour any inverfio I may 
4 apply it tothis womans con-+ 
4 verſhon ; $. 
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$i non peccaſſet, fecerat 1+ 


la minus. 

Nor let this be taken for a 
paradox: For what an ene- 
mie would upbraid by way 
of reproch, - is the greatel! 
praiſe that can be, Fax: 
that were, Their very ſinnes 
do honour ſome : as thevery 
devils that Mary Magdalene 
had, are mentioned for her 
glory, ſince we donot heare 
of them but when they are 
caſt out : for repentance isa 
ſmperſedeas that diſchargeth 
finne, making God to be 
mercifull, angels tobe joy- 

full, man to be acceptable. 
But becauſe I havealmoſt 
every where fair occaſion 
given to treat of this divine 
grace of Repentance,which 
like Miriam leads the dance 
os 
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before the danghters of If- 
rael, I will not ſtand to ga- 
ther the fruit in this orch- 
yard as clean as TI might : I 
now onely give the ſhaking 
of a tree, two or three 
berries from the upper 
branches. I now come wh 
ſpeed to this womans good 
ſpeed ; to her acceſſe, and to 
her /#cceſſe: For, ut cognovit, 
venit ; when ſhe knew where 
Jeſus was, ſhe came. 


— — 


Szcr. VIII. 


On cervus fiuvios ſic a= Buchan. in 
N vet algidos, Hal.4, 
Cervins, twrba Canum quem 

premit, &c, 
The noble beaſt of chaſe, 


the ſubtle cerffage , the 
wind- 
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wind-footed Hart, hearing 
the deep-mouthed hounds 
to vent his ſecret leyr, and 
liſtning totheloud and deep 
yellings wherewith the for. 
reſt rings, lifts up his high- 
palmed head, ruſheth out 
rouzing, driveth the brakes, 
truſteth his ſpeed, and get- 
reth ground, the kennel caſt 
arere ; at length imboſt with 
heat, hebeateth the brooks 
and ponds for ſweet re- 
freſhing ſoil. Withput 
ſtrerching the metaphor,the 
Sic doth here punQually an- 
ſwer the Sicut, This wo- 
man now touched with re- 
pentance for her former va- 
nities, like the thirſty and 
panting Hart in the extre- 
mitie of drought , deſider 
ad fontes aqnarum, doth ca 
ger] 
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gerly long for the cooling 
ſprings. /nfixa erat in corde 
us ſagitta, faith Salmeron, 
her ſoul was deeply wound- 
ed with the arrow of her 
linnes, -- & harebat lateri le- 
tals arnmado, it (tack ſo faſt, 
ſhe could not ſhake it out : 
therefore with the ſkucken 
Deer ſhe cometh to the ſo- 
veraigne dittanie to expell 
it. Turbata erat piſcina con- 
ſcientie, ſaith that ſame Au- 
thour ſweetly ; The pool of 
her conſcience was troubled 
with that deſcending angel, 
and inſtantly ſhe ſteps in for 
"| a cure : for -- #t cognovit,ve- 
"| zit ; when ſhe knew where 
Jeſus was, without ſtanding 
upon terms of circumſtance, 
| ſhe makes a ſpeedy recourſe 
unto him. 

And 
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And here may we (tand 

a while, as at a pillar or mo- 

RUMENt in . the high-way- 

fide, viewing with admira- 

tion the zeal of her acceſle, 

Chriſt was now at dinner in 

a Phariſee's houſe ; Where 

by the way I will take up an 

Chris obſervation, That many 
many times he frequented feaſts, 
times fre- And I donot find, that he 
= _ was ever bid to any table 
andrefuſed it : if a Phariſee, 

if a Pablicane invited him, 

he made not dainty to go; 

not for the pleaſure of the 

diſhes, but for the benefit of 

fo winning a converſation, 

#y Ererg Twy \4oav, ena mw! 

\ſuy6r, non propter micas, ſed 

wt animas Deo fateret ami- 

cas ; not toeat, but to gain 

fouls to God : For which 

end 
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end he was ſent from the 
boſome of his Father. And 
at whoſe board did he ever 
fit, and lefc not the hoſt a 
gainer? W hen Zaccheus en- 
tertained him, falvation 
came that day to his honſe 
with the Authour of it : 
when the poore bridegroom 
entertained him, his water- 
pots were filled with wine : 
and when this Simon the 
Phariſee entertained him, 
his table was honoured with 
the publick remiſſion of a 
penitent (inner. It was our 
Saviours trade to do good ; 
therefore he- changed one 


ſtation of earth for another ; 


therefore he came down 
from heaven to earth. And 
now,O bleſſed Saviour, now 
thou art lifted up, thou 

- draws 
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drawelt all men unto thee; 
There are now no liſts, no 
limits of thy gracious viſita- 
tions;but as the whole earth 
Is equidiſtant from heaven, 
fo all the nations of the 
world be equally —_— to 

thy bounty. At hes 0 
Into tha Phariſee's houſe 
doth this woman thruſt her 
Pet.Cbry- ſelf, Er quid eft quod hec mu- 
ſol. lier ignota, imo male nota , 
quid eſt quod ibi quarit non 
vocata F O woman , me 
thinks I ſee this auſtere ſe- 
Aarie (though of the better 
mould of Phariſees) looking 
overly on thee, darting from 
his eyes diſdain and ſcorn, 
eſpying ſonoted, ſonotori- 
ous a (trumpet, to come to 
the upper chamber where he 
kept his feaſt, eſpecially to 
come 
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| come into Chriſts preſence ; 


who well knew her wicked 
life, and (as it might be ſup- 
poſed) offended at heraai- 
on, 

O woman, great was thy 
faith ! No diſadvantage 
could affright thee from co- 
ming unto Jeſus ; not the 
frowns, not the cenſure of a 
rigid hoſt ; not the inconve- 
niency of the place (an un- 
likely place 1t might have 
ſeem'd ina Phariſees houſe 
to find a Saviour ; ) not the 
unfitnefſe of the time (an 


this woman had ofcen heard 
from our Saviours lips (in 
thoſe heavenly ſermons) 

ma- 
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dened ſouls ; and now at 
length was entangled in the 
net of his heavenly dofrine, 
For our Saviour (faith that 
Oracle of the Greek 
Church)hath a twofold ner, 
on Favpd Rl, Ky PNG TIN 
the net of wonders, © of words: 
by the firſt he eaught thoſe 
Fohn 2.23 many who beleeved pu hu 
name * by the ſecond he en- 
cloſed his very enemies, 
Jobn 7.46 thoſe officers who were ſent 
to apprehend him, and bring 
him before the high prieſts, 
And till doth our bleſſed Sx 
viour thus ſpinne. out the 
thread of his love to an un- 
meaſurable length, to trie 
whether we will lay hold on 


Chryſoff. 


in Luc. 22. 


many gracious invitations of 
all diſtreſſed and (inne-bur- 


it : he doth aygle for us, he 
(its 
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fits in heaven, lets down the 
line of his love, and baits it 
with his mercy, to prove 
whether we will ſwallow 
it, that he may catch our 
fouls. With ſuch an hook 
was this woman taken : ſhe 
had treaſured up his ſayings 
* | in her memorie; ſhe had ob- 
ſerved that he not onely 
el pardoned (inners, but enter- 
tained them into his pre- 
ſence ; ſhe had noted the 
paſſages of his power and 
mercy ; and now deep re- 
morſe wrought on her for 


SF her misſpent life, And ſure- 


ly had notthe Spirit of God 
wrought upon her e're ſhe 
"| came, and wrought her to 
come, ſhe had neither 
ſoughtnor found Chriſt. For 
thole good graces which 

D God 
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God finds in us, are like the 
filver which Joſeph found 
in Benjamins ſack , of his 
own putting in, If his hand 
do not move the golden 
cymbal, it will yeeld noſſha 
om ſound: For our willſ fe: 

erein is likea lowerſphere, | 4 
== Gue -= n0n nf mota mover. m 
Inthe 20.0f S, Johns goſpel]m 
it is obſervable, that thereſth 
was firſt a flavie Spiritm,jin 
then a flevie Maria : thef ol 
Spirit firſt breathed,and then tl 
that blaſt begat the ſhowre; 18 
JHarie mourned : Rabbonill v: 
there called Afarze, before] tr 
Marie was able to cry, RabeJ m 
boni, And this woman being| 8 
firſt moved by the Spirir of © 
God, now comes in andf 6 
finds that Saviour whom ſhe | © 
ſought, n 
SecT,f. 
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7] 

ndj a He comes in, but how ? 
en Oar empty-handed, but 
noſhaving got a precious con- 
ill} tetion of ointment, of Nar- 
re, 1d, the chief of all oint- 
et.Iments ; which was for the 
el making trwe, m5, and for 
refſthe value, coſi/y : that ſhe 
w,Jintendeth to beſtow, The 
1c f| ointment was choice , and 
enf the choice of her ointment 
e:f is commendable. Every E- 
| yangeliſt hath a ſeverall at- 
ref tribute to honour this oint- 
þ. | ment : nay, Judas himſelf 
#| giveth the ointment praiſe 
xFf | enough., though he con- 
dj demns the at, though he 
ef caſts in his dead fli-,and mur- 
mures oat, Vt quid perditie 
D 2 beck 
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hec? To what purpoſe ts this 
waſte ? yet Judas did praiſc 
this ointment, nay praile it 
more then any other;yea, he 
eſteemed it far more worthy 
then he eſteemed his Maſter: 
for he ſold his Maſter for 
thirty poore ſilverlings ; but 


. he valued this ointment at 


three hundred pence, 

This delicate odoriferous 
perfume ſhe brings in as rich 
a veſſel, a box of alabaſter: 
which was a ſolid, hard, 
pure, clear marble, 

Bur note we here this wo- 
mans good decorum : She 
doth not preſently poure out 
her ointment on the feet of 
Jeſus, but ( obſerving a 
comely order in herrepen- 
tance,and this laudable at 
Vn) firſt ſhe gives the ſacri- 
ox} pag fice 


ic 
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buJfice of a broken heart, then 
iſefſhe breaks her box of ſpike- 
- It nard, 

he In the manner of her re- 
hyJpentance are many circum- 
e:Etances, all which like the 
for ſhafes of the holy candle- 
utEſtick, every one bear ſundry 
at knops of flowers, 

Totake up the ſtory as ic 
vs lyeth in order,ever treading 
chÞ in the ſteps of the Evange- 
r:Þ lit ; in this part of the ſtory 
<0 1 find fix things obſervable : 

foure whereof belong tothe 
)-ſ bitter of Repentance ; two, 
1] tothe ſweetnelle and com- 
1tÞ fort thereof. Tothe bitter- 
off neſſe; 1, Shame, She ſtood 
all behind bim ; 2, Fear, At hs 
|| feet ; 2, Sorrow, She wept ; 
-| 4, An abjeAtion or negle&t 
-j of her ſelf, She wiped Chrifts 
| D3. feet 
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feet with the hairs of her head. - 


Tothe ſweet, two things: 
1, Her love, She kiſſed them; 
2, Her bounty, and anointed 
them with the ointment. 

Through theſe heads, all 
of them being of high and 
fingular importance, my Clt- 
courſe ſkall paſſe. 

It is not here, as in the 68 
pſalme ; where the ſingers 
go before , and the minſtrels 
follow after, Here the monr- 
ers gofirſt, like the captives 
in their ancient triumphs; 
as Shame;and Fear, and Sor- 
row, and her Negle& of her 
ſelf : then come the in 
ftrels and Singers; her grate- 
fall Devotion towards our 
Saviour, our Saviours Mercy 
towards her, 

Firſt, Shame and Fear go 
hand 


Santa Peccatrix, 
hand in hand ; Shame goeth 


{before as the needle, and 


Fear followeth after as the 
thread. Shame is alittle Fear, 
and Fearis a great Shame. 
Fear 18 94u0s quowws, (as it is 
well called ) of the nature of 
a bridle to our nature, to 
hold us in to refrain from e- 
vil, if it maybe ; ifnot, to 
check and turn us about,and 
make us turn from it. There- 


fore, fear God, and depart Prov.z.7- 


from evil, commonly go to= 
gether, as the cauſe and the 
effe&t ; we ſeldome find 
them parted. 

This fear is called, and 
truly, (for truly ſo it is) the 
beginning of our wiſdome , 
when we begin tobe truly 
wiſe. And Shame,albeit the 
daughter of ſinne, becomes 
D + ſ{ome- 
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{dmerimes the mother of 
converſion, Of which we 
may ſay,as the Romancs did 

wo Pompey the Great, 2. 

vid. Pomp. 7etTpos C12 Ta70 Twrov, —_ 7 
is a fair and happy daughter 
brought forth by an ougly 
and odious mother: $:nne in- 
deed. objeftive worketh 
Shame, and Shame effe&ive 
cauſeth Repent ance. Y oung 

fergz1.19 Ephraim [mote his thigh 10 
deteſtation of h1s finne,7 was 
aſhamed and even confound- 
ed, This was his inducement 
rorepentance, Forſinne ma- 
keth the ſinner to be to God, 
like Abſalom to David ; he 
may not dare to ſce the 
kings face, 2. Sam. 14, 2 
Philo the molt famous phi- 
loſopher that ever that 
Jewiſh nation bred ( of 

whom 


whom it 1s ſaid, Philo was a 
Jewiſh Plato, or Plato an 
Athenian Philo ) ſetteth Philo, de 
down three principall cau- f9/*z*: 
ſes for which uſually one 
fleeth from another; Hatred, 
Shame, and Fear, Thus Ja- 
cob hating Labans injuſtice 
and idolatry, forſook him ; 
For fear Jacob conveyed 
himſelf from Eſau ; For 
ſhame and fear Adam skulk- 
ed in the grove of paradiſe : 
And here both fear and 
ſhame ſer this woman in 
this deportment. 

Stetit retro, She ſtood be- 
hind, A wonderfull and 
trange kind of change |! 
When this woman did caſt 
her ſinnes behind her back, 
God did {et them betorehis 
&ycs : but when ſhe ſet 

D 5 them 
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them before her-eyes, and 
grew fearfall and timorous 
to look him in the face, and 
had not the heart to preſle 
into his preſence, who was 
tobe her ſouls belt phyſicts, 
an, God did then ca(t her 
finnes behind his back. S, 
Avguſtine toucheth upon 
this ſtring,upon thoſe words 
of David, Awverte fatiem tw- 
am, Domine, a peccatis meis ; 
O thox ſinner (({aith the Fa- 
ther) / will give thee a good 
remedie for this ; Tu inde non 
avert, Do not thou tarn 
thine eyes from off thy ſinnes, 


and God will tern away his, 


WhenGad is moved in pity 


towards any, whom he is 


not __ ro be linners, 


he 1s ſaid to turn away his 
tice ; Non advertit,quia nov 
Ani- 
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animadvertit, (faith S. Augu- 
1s | (tine : His indiſpoſition to 
d I puniſh-it, is meant by hiding 
his face from it. Solikewife 
his blotting out, is not Gods 
having no recard of our fins ; 
but not to uſe it as an indict- 
ment againſt us in judge- 
n | ment; according to that rule 
is | in law, Idem eſt &- non eſſe, 
j- | & non apparere:that where+- 
'; | ofnouſe is made, is proper- 
i- 8 ly ſatdto be blotted our, So 
4 | thatthe words in that place 
| arenotto be underſtood ab- 
"| ſolutely, but metonymical- 
s, | ly : and Ruffinusdoth well 
1, | qualifie them with a 9/7, 
yh] Queſt abſcondit faciem ſuamy 
Is} & quaſs delet ; God fodeal- 
s, | ethwitha penitent, as if his 
is} facewere hid, and as if his 
"| book were razed in __ | 
of . 
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of the linfulneſſe of his per- 
fon. 

But T muſt turn back to 
this woman; and in the next 
place conſider her Sorrow : 
She ftood behind him weeping, 


— — 
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Sncr. X. 
_ is Gods goodneſle to 


man, that he hath placed 
inthe eye both the maladie, 
and the remedie ; viſum, & 
fletum ; the faculty of ſee- 
ing, and thefluce of tears : 
that they who offend by 
{eeing,may be recovered by 
weeping. Such a ſorrow 
ſeaſoned and ſancifed 
with grace and faith, is not 
that ſorrow in morall philo- 
ſophy, which 18 «ffeftus de- 
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Truftivns ſubjefti, an afte- 
ion or paſlion deſtroying 
the ſubje& ; bur affe tus per- Godly 
fefliwumes, & ſalvativns ſubje. (orron 
Qi; (asthe School fpeaks)an 
affeRion perteRing, or pre- 
ſerving the ſubje&; or ra- 
ther, to ſpeak 1n the phraſe 
of the Apoltle , 4 godly ſor- 
row, which canu/eth repentance 
unto ſalvation ; a ſorrow not 
to be repented of. 

Tears be the favourites Tears, 
that have the eare of the 
King of heaven : They are 
our bills of Exchange which 
he allows, and returneth 
them with what ſummes of 
bleſſings we defire. They 
are our quit-rents, our ho- 
mage, our ſuit-fines ; by this 
ſervice we do hold our c- 


ſtates in his fayour. So long 
as 


Pſal.56.8 
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as we pay him theſerents of 
devotion, ſolong is our te- 
nure ſafe, and our title to his 
goodneſſe unqueſtionable, 
So precious is this liquour 
diſtilled from penitent eyes, 
that while we ſtay here, 
God keeps all our tears in a 


-bottle ; and becauſe he will 


be ſurenot to fail, he notes 
how many drops there be in 
his regiſter. This ſoveraigne 
water will fetch a ſinner a- 
gain to the life of grace, 
though never ſo farre gone, 
Theſe ce/eftes plavie, theſe 
heavenly ſhowres are the 
ſtreams of Fordantoeure our 
leprofie ; the Siloam tocure 
our blindneſle ; the Berhe/- 
aatocure all our lameneſle 
and defe&s of obedience, 
Never was the poiſonof any 

finne 


OI i Fo a -.. ftw a» A -<* EV on 
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fmnne ſocold; but the hand 

of repentance could thaw 

it ; never wasthe flame of 

any _ ſo hot, but the 

tears of repentance could jj... c..- 

cool it. Thebleeding heart, xr 

like the dropping vine, is for crymantes 

the moſt part moſt fruitfull, Vince: 
I cannot here expreſſe my *** 

thoughts in a better ſtrain, 

then by applying - that 

which the poet hath, in his 

epigram De lacrymu Mag- 

dalene. I will therefore take 

her piQure as it is exquiſite- 

ly drawn by him, and ſet ir 

in my own frame ; I wilt be 

bold toborrow fome chara- 

Rers from his preſſe, the 

better to imprint them in 

my own and my readers me- 

morie, | 
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Zevecoti- Magdala,dum triſti vitiorum 


HS; pig. 2s 


compeae vintta, 
Solvendam Domini te jacis 
ante pedes : 
.Quam dulces fundis lacyy- 
mas!quam nobile flumen 
Naſcitrr ex oculs atvite fous 
te ti | 
Pattolus talt ſe vellet origine 
naſci, 
Vellet & anriferi nobilis tt1« 
da Tags. 
TI: etenim ſolum voluunt ſub 
fluftibus aurum : 
At finit ex oculis plurima 
gemma IMIS, 
It was a precious ointment 
wherewith ſhe anointed 
the feet of Chriſt : but her 
tears wherewith ſhe waſh- 


ed them, were more worth 


then her ſpikenard, Her tears 
vere her beſt advocates to 
plead 
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plead for mercy at the 
throne of grace ; 
Interdum lacryme pondera 
vocts habent. 
Never a word ſhe ſpake; for 
ſhe knew it was unto the 
Word,who kneyw her ſpeech 
that was retired into her 1n- 
ner cabinet , the private 
withdrawing-chamber of 
her heart, What need her 
tongee [peak_, ſaith one, when 
her eyes ſpake, her hanas 


ſpake, her =_—y her couns 


tenance, her whole Carri- 
age was vocall ? Her eyes ſuf- 
hiciently teſtified her godly 
ſorrow, which dropped 
down tears as falt as the A- 
rabian trees their medicina- 
ble gummes, She wept, & 1n 
that abundance,as that with 


thoſe ſtreams of penitence 
| ſhe 
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fhenow began to waſh his feet 
with her tears, She bepey, as 
if ſhe durſt notgo on,but did 
often retrat and pull back 
her hands, She began to 
waſh the loweſt part of his 
body, his feer,vvith her tears; 
though the water of the 
brook had been humanity e- 
nough : and did wipe them, 
not with the lap of her coat, 
but with the hairs of her head, 
Which brings in the next 
link, her abjettiov, or negleft 
of ber ſelf 


SnCto Kh 


A Nd here behold one 
ſtrange circumſtance 
inthis a of her anointing, 
never done to any but our 
Saviour, and never to our 

Savi- 


—— F.9 Ca 
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Saviour but by this woman ; 
She wiped his feet with the 
hairs of her head. The greateſt 
humility that mighr be. As if 
her ſhame, her fears, her 
godly ſorrow were not 6- 
nough, ſhe ſtill ſeeks farther 
to make her ſelf yet more 
vile, andof no price before 
Chriſt.She her ſelf is the ſer- 
vant that waiteth on him ; 
from her ſelf do fall the 
dews of water that waſh his 
feet; &(as one pithily ſaith) 
ac. hey eyes were the ewer, ſo 
her hairs were the towel to 
wipe them.But what?was her 
ointment ſo precious, & ſhe 
{o poore, that ſhe could not 
bring a napkin, a cloth, or 
handkerchief? Certainly ſhe 
wanted not fine linen to 
have dried them : but to ap- 
prove 
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Hugo, lib. 
De Allis 
ma. 


Pride, 


Humility, 
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prove her humble homage, 
her hearty devotion,and l(in- 
cere humility, ſhe beltows 
the chieteſt ornament of her 
head on the meanelt office 
to our Saviours feet, 

And here{as every where) 
behold a wonderfull altera- 
tion ! S, Bernard ſaith, that 
ſhe climbed up to heaven by 
the ſame rounds, by which 
ſhe went down to hell, S#- 
perbia in calo nata eſt; ſed ve- 
lut immemor qua via mmat ce 
ciait, lluc redire nou potuit : 
Pride ( as Hugo prettily 
ſpeaketh) was bred in hea- 
ven; but having forgotten 
which way it fell, could ne- 
ver afcerward find the way 
thither again. Whereas hu- 
mility wraſtleth and triveth 
with God, according tothe 


po- 
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policie of Jacod, that 1s, 
winneth by yeelding; and 
the lower it ſtoupeth to- 
ward the ground, the more 
advantage it getteth to ob- 
tain a bleſſing. Thus cun- 
ningly in abaſement of her 
ſelf,doeth this humble pent- 
tent like the Syrophenician 
woman ; tauguam canis lam = 
bit veſtigia Domini. And at 
the feet of her Saviour ſhe 
makes a generall ſacrifice of 
all choſe things wherewith 


ſhe had offended him; mot Gree. 


habnuit in ſe obleftamenta, tot 
de ſe fecit holocauſta, Her 
eyes, her lips, her hair, her 
ointment,all the inſtruments 
of her death were turned at 
her converſion into the 
means of lite, 


The Philiſtines being pla- ., 5.6, 


gued 


DS Sautta Peccatrix. 
gued with emerods, offered 


Ifraclites being ſtung with 
ſerpents, creed a ſerpent 
Nunb.zr inthe wilderneſle ; Serpens 
momorait , ſerpens curavit, 
They that gave their jewels 
tothe making of a calf, did 
afterward beſtow them up- 
on theLords tabernacle, And 
Juch was this womans .pra- 
Qice ; who having now gl. 
venabill of divorce to her 
former vanities, & diſrobed 
her-ſelf of 'all ſumptuous 
weeds and alluring paluda- 
ments, doth, like an expert 
apothecarie that knoweth 
how to mix and temper his 
triacles, make a moſt ſove- 
raigne antidote of a moſt 
deadly poiſon.She had wont 
to ſend forth her alluring 
beams 


emerods-unto the Ark. The 


beams into the eyes of her 
laſcivious paramours:there- 
fore now ſhe weepeth a de- 
luge of tears, which is little 
enough to bear the ark of 
her ſorrow. She had made 
her lips the weapons of luſt, 
and gates of vanity;but now 
they ſanRifte themſelyes 
with her dearereſpe& unto 
the Sonne of God. Her hair, 
which ſhe had fo gently 
kembed and braided cun- 
ningly againſt the glaſſe, 
doth now ſerve in ſtead of 
naperie todry his feet, Her 
odoriferousperfume,where- 
with ſhe was wont to make 
her ſelf pleaſing to her amo» 
rous companions, ſhe now 
beſtows on thoſe hallowed 


feet, which her eyes had 


watered, her hair had wi- 
ped, 
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ped, her month had kiſſed. 
Which brings me to the 
two laſt circumſtances of 
this part of the Story : Firlt, 
her Love ; Secondly, her 
Bounty & devotion. Which 
two ſhall ſeal up her repen- 
rance,and my diſcourſe, 
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Mong other things 0b 
Atrrablein the great 


and more ſolemn feaſts 0 
the Jews, we are here to 
takenotice of ſome ceremo- 
nies uſed by them as prepa 
rative tothe feaſt ; which! 
find in our Engliſh Joſephu 
to be three : 1, /alntatior 
2, waſhing the feet; 3, peu 
ring oyl on then, 

Firſt 
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Firſt, their Salutations 
were teſtified either by 
words, or ſome humble ge- 
ſture of the bodie : as ſome- 
times by proſtrating the 
whole body ; ſometimes by 
kiſſing the feet, as in this 
paſſage of the ſtorie. ; com- 
monly by an ordinary kifle : 
This S, Paul calleth a» holy 
kiſſe, 1.Cor.16.2, S, Peter, 
4 kiſſe of charity, 1 ,Pet.;.14-. 
The kifſe of the cheek was a 
pledge of their welcome to 
their gueſts, wt oftenderent 
ingreſſum pacificum , ſaith 
Stella. 

"The ſecond ceremonie 
was Lotio pedum ante diſcu- 
bitum : Of which wereade 
Gen.43.24.and 1.Sam.25, 
41. 
The third complement 
P E was 
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was their pouring qut of oyl 
upon the: head : Of which 
the -prophet David giveth 
an hint, Pſal.23.5, In all 
which meet rituall obſer- 
vances,Siman(though of the 
formall ſe& of the Phari- 
ſees) was defeive, inſo- 
much that our Saviour gl- 
veth him an 7tem, and chal- 
lengeth him of his negle&- 
ed: office in his entertain» 
ment ; Oleo caput menns nos 
wnx1fHti. 

And well might the Pha- 
riſce readehis own taxation 
in the praiſe which Chriſt 
gave of this Jeweſle,{o well 
{een in the cuſtomes of her 
countrey. 

. In her redoubling her 
kiſſes of an humble thank- 
fulneſlc on thoſe ſacred feet, 
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is implied an #nclination 
wherewith ſhe was affeR- 
ed, a deſire wherewith ſhe 
was raviſhed, a joy where- 
with ſhe was quieted, 

To repent, is to kiſſe the 
feet of Jeſus Chriſt ; and it 
is all aneto be ſory for our 
linnes,and to love him. This 
truth I gather from our Sa- 
viours words , who deno- 
minates this whole aQion 
from love : He faith not, She 
wept much, She ſorrowea 
much ; but, She loved much, 
verſ{. 47. And by all means 
ſhe- ſought to expreſſe her 
multam dileflionem propter 
multam remiſſionem : For, 
© £94Y ignmmov' nothing ſhe 
had was too deare, With 
ber moſt precious and fra- 

E 2 grant 


Santa Peccatrix. 
grant ointment ſhe anointec 
our Saviours feet : that rich 
and coſtly teſtimony of hey: 
love (he beltowed- freely ; 
for (as we gather from this 
and the other Evangelilts ) 
ſhe did not drop, but poure; 
not a dramme ortwo, but a 
whole pound ; not reſerving 
any, bur breaking box and 
all, and that three ſeverall 
times one after another, All 
that went before was the 
ſacrifice of a broken heart ; 
now ſhe breaks her box 0 

ſpikenard. With that firſt 
ſacrifice of her heart ſhe ad- 
ored the Divinity of Chriſt ; 
this laſt ſhe tendereth to his 
Humanity, The firſt ſhowre 
of her tears, were tears of | 
ſorrow and repentance; the | 
latter 
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latter ſhowre which over- 
ook the firſt, weie tears of 
Joy and love. 


Itec 


his 
ts) 
re; 
ta 
ng 


the Canticles, did ſhe wound 
Chriſt with one of her eyer, 
and with the chain ( a chain 
of graces) about her neck, 
For ſo pleaſing unto him 
were all the ations of this 


ill 
gperfet Penitent, of this 
hel Sratefull Convert, that he 


not onely made her apologie 
againſt the Phariſee, .in 


i _— her kindneſle 
efore the entertainment 


of his houſe ; but ag2in(t 
Satan and the powers of 
hell, in forgiving her ma- 
»y ſinnes, without any enu- 
meration of them, 

I cannot leave my Rea- 
E 3 der 


Thus like the Spouſe in 6471-4-9- 


98 


Santta Peccatrix, 
der better then in the 


, contemplation of ſo gra-|. 


cious a  diſmiſſion. And 
thus at length I take my 
work out of the loom. 
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Ngeniou Sir, you had a piercing eye, 
[ From hence as farre as Bethany to ſpie 
Suth arich gemme, as unregarded lay 
Upon the ground,at 200n-time of the day, 
Before a multitude.There w.rs but one 
That pri7'd this jew.l then: 'twas he alone, 
The Feweller that made her, know ber worth, 
And told it thee, when fir(t he ſent it forth 
Into thy heart in/pir d; and thou haſt took 
Thif precious gemmeya't 4 put it ina book, 
In teaves of gold ; {0 that each ry? mry gax? 
At thatywhich did the God of heaveu amaxe. 
I kaow th'aſt ſearch'd the orientall mines 
For the choice accents of thy ſacred lines, 
1nd frem the centre of the earth haſt flows 
In holy raptures to th Empyriall throne x 
And there haſt tak'n ſrom a Cherubs wing 
Fbe quill thouwrot [t with, who did oladly 

bring 

with it thu mage, That thy hop'd role 
Thy pen make others penitence as She. 


Gul. Mofi-r, Canrab, 
V1carms Edinounton, 
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I Write not to thy book, nor once begin 


To cenſure that which hath approved been 


By the beſt wits; my lines #0 worth can raiſe, 

Nor adde to theegny liking is no praiſe ; 

Nor conrt I fame for thee, ſince thine own pen 

Extrafts thus much, but tis from knowing 
men. 

T ſpeak my thoughts,1 do rejoyce to ſee 

This ſubjeft w2rthy praiſe thus writ by thee ; 

And in that I bave found for to commend 


. A woman for her goodneſſe, (and God ſend 


we may find many more 3) I wiſh them well, 
That they with her in grace might all excell. 
Let your bold critich judge,condemn,reprieve, 
Or what he will ; thy Magdalene muſt live: 
Chriſt did forecell it ſhould be ſo,and we 
Find it exaily now perform d by thee 

Iz this thy traftate /o acute, polite, 

Pleaſins both underſtanding and * the fahbt, 
And what thou giv'ſt to her,doth but tedound 
To make the glory of thy name reſound. 


* Alluding to the front:(pice. 
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o my learned friend y. H, Eſquier, 
on his Sanfa Peccatrix, 


He fragrant ointment ſmelt not half ſo 
ſweet 
fs did the tears wherewith ſhe bath'd the 
feet : 
of ber deare Saviour ; yet they both had loſt 
Part of th-ir {mell, had not thy paint and coſt 


Renew'd (har ſweetneſſe : for acre yet was 
fenner 

Fo deep a loſer,aud ſo great a winners 

D:ſpasrinshclpleſſe, yet ſo full aſgred) 

So traagly priſon d, yet ſo ſlrangely cured 3 

Abas'd, dejetied, and ſv bumbled low, 

And yet exalted up to heaven, This thou 

Haſt drawn from ſacred beams of boly writ, 

hich though no ſpecious gloſſe can better it, 

Yet thoz evintothoſe glorious lamps ſo bright 

Hait added luſire, whence thou borrowed(t 

light : 


I That white this Goſjcl through the world 


ſha'l fliv, 


Tbos with thy Sainted ſinner ze're ſhall die. 


Reuben Bourn, 
ohm Cantab, 


To 


To hisnoble friend, and worthy pa- 
riſhioner, 9. H. writing on 
Mary Magdalene, waſhing the 
feer of our Saviour with 
her tears. 


JP ſofily +000 the beavens do court tbe 
earth, 

And make ber pregnant in a fruitſull birth : 

But now,a ſinfull woman (to make even) 

with earthly ſhawres doth waſb the King of 

heaven 3 

Her gratefull diligence ſo well bath ſped, 

For waſhing of bu feet he crowns her bead. 
T 0the laft ſand of time fball live her glory, 
#bileſuch an berald doth diſplay ber ftory. 


Gui!. Wimpew, Oxon. 
in Art, Mag. 
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* x Hy former trattate did the bodieraiſe, 
T's this the ſoul from ſinnezboth worthy 
praiſe. 
Herein an heptarch harlotI doſee 
Tarn'd to a Saint by thy rare Alchymie, 


Hers was a mite to thine, a Doſe too ſmall; 
Thine's a Seplaſinm Aromaticall. 


* Cui titulus, Cyedo 7e/urreFionem Carnie. 


Thom. Draper, Oxon. 
in Art Mag, 
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Sinner tuin'd a Saint * what change is 

A this ? 

'*T'is none of Ovid's Metamorphoſis 

Wo, tis a ſacred Sinner,w!y thinks meet 

By thee to do her penance in a ſheet . 

Now # ſhe bound for heaven,and by thy dreſſe 

Thou mak ſt ber well deſerve both praije and 
preſſe : 

And now ſbe lives a Saint who w.s a Whore, 

O never w.rs ſhe thus in print before, 

She did embalm ber $xvionrs head; but this, 

Except her Saviour all did think amiſſe. 

So that pleas'd Gol alonegbut thy ſwzet pen 

(rown'd with applauſe contents both God 
and men © 

Whoſe offring ſonts as much (I dare preſume) 

Of incerle,as ey on! of ('* cer perfume, 

Thus ':t mide good,thit Szirnifice divine 

Of bers ſhould Gyeand ſo it dath in thine, 


Jo. Wimpew, Cantab, 
Co!'. Jel. in Art. Mag, 
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Gurt. Hovpsox, 
eArt. Mag. 
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